
WELCOME TO ALL WHO WANT THEIR VOICE TO BE HEARD 

In response to Pope Francis’ call for this early Synod period as being “a time of great listening” and being open to 

hearing from everyone including those who regularly attend Mass, those who have strayed from the Faith community 

or who feel alienated from it or from society.  

We invite anyone who is not able to participate in the face-to-face meeting to be a part of the Synod process by 

answering questions present in this questionnaire. Please return it by either mailing it to the parish office (Our Lady 

of Hope Parish, 701 Little Gloucester Rd, Blackwood, NJ 08012), by dropping it to the Parish office or by placing it in 

the designated box in the gathering space of the Church.  Be sure to mark “ATTENTION SYNOD TEAM” on your 

envelope.  

Thank you and we pray that God abundantly blesses you and your families. 

Synod Team Members  

Theresa Colaizzo, Christine Kimler, Jim Lanahan, Paschal Nwoka 

 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together  

in Your name. 

† 

With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. 

† 

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder.  

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path,  

nor partiality influence our actions. 

† 

Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together  

to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. 

† 

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time,  

in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.  

 

       Amen. 
 



SYNOD ON SYNODALITY QUESTIONNAIRE 

PLEASE RETURN NO LATER THAN SUNDAY NOVEMBER 28. 2021 

 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCES 

1a. Is the Church (on a universal, diocesan or parish level) important in your life today? If yes, has 

it always been so?  If no, has it been so in the past?  Please explain your answer.  

 

 

1b. How does belonging to the Church and/or this parish help you spiritually and/or emotionally to 

live the life Christ has intended for you? 

 

 

 

1c. Has the church hurt you or someone you love in any way? Did that hurt lead to either a temporary 

or permanent separation from the Church? ff so, did that circumstance cause a feeling of being 

ostracized by the faith community? If there has been reconciliation with the Church, what brought 

that about?  If there has not been a reconciliation with the Church, what barrier(s) prevent that 

reconciliation? 

 

 

 

COMPANIONS ON THE JOURNEY 

2a. Does our parish community membership reflect the diversity of our local community? If yes, 

please be specific in what way? In no, who is missing, ignored or not represented? Why?  

 

 

 

2b. On a parish level, are there opportunities for diverse peoples to come together to share their 

unique experiences as well as their common experiences in living out our Faith? 

 

 

2c. Does the parish, diocesan and/or universal church do enough to reach out to those who feel 

marginated or separated from the Church?  Please explain.  

 



 

CALL TO LISTEN AND TO SPEAK UP 

3a. What can the Church and our parish do to listen to those who feel they do not or cannot 

belong to our faith community? 

 

 

 

3b. What particular issues do we need to pay more attention to in our Church and in our society? 

 

 

 

3c. Do you feel that our parishioners are able to speak up candidly and responsibly in our parish 

community? If not, how can parishioners be encouraged to speak up in the parish community? 

 

 

 

MISSION AND SERVICE 

4a. What is your understanding of the mission of baptized Catholics?  

 

 

 

4b. How does our parish help us to understand it? 

 

 

4c. Do you feel personally invited to share your time and talent within our parish and the surrounding 

community to foster that mission and service? 

 

 

 



LITURGY AND CELEBRATION 

5a. Why does the Church invite us to participation in Mass? Why do you come to Mass? What 

keeps many Catholics from accepting that invitation on a weekly basis? 

 

 

 

5b. Do you believe that the Eucharist is the true body and blood of Christ? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

5c. Have you ever invited a non-participating Catholic or a person of another faith to attend Mass 

with you? How was that experience for you and for that person? 

 

 

 

5d. Beyond being present at Mass, how can our parish effectively promote a more active 

participation of all the faithful in the liturgy itself or by considering service in a liturgical ministry 

such as being a Reader, Eucharistic Minister, Usher, Music Minister, etc? 

 

SYNODALITY IN OUR PARISH 

6a. What is your understanding of the co-responsibility of the laity for the well-being of the parish 

and do you feel invited to participate? If not, how can the parish better foster this understanding 

and participation? 

 

 

 

6b. Are you aware of synodality (consultation of the community) practices which may already be 

present in our parish (i.e parish council, finance council, etc)?  

 

 

6c. What suggestions do you have for fostering a more synodal approach in our parish? 

 



 

OTHER INPUT 

7a. What is the best part of belonging to Our Lady of Hope parish community? 

 

 

  

7b. Do you feel it would be beneficial to conduct this type of consultative meeting/outreach within 

our parish on a regular basis (maybe once or twice a year)?   

 

 

 

7c. If you could offer our Pastor, Father Joseph Szolack, or any future Pastor of our parish one bit 

of advice, what would it be? 

 

 

 

7d. If you could offer the Holy Father, Pope Francis, one bit of advice, what would it be.? 

 

 

 

Please add any additional comments or response to these questions below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are extremely grateful to you for taking the time to honestly respond to these questions. We ask God to bless you and your families. We thank the Holy Spirit for 

enlightening the hearts and minds of the faithful as we seek to do the will of God within our parish and throughout the world. May He continue to guide the work of 

the Synod on Synodality to a fruitful outcome for His Church. 


