





~ A'MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR, REV. JOSEPH T. SZOLACK

m

Dear Friends in Christ,

December 8" is a very holy, blessed day; it is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the
Most Blessed Virgin Mary, patroness of the United States of America and of the Diocese of
Camden. | was so pleased when the Holy See corrected the bishops in the United States saying
that when obligatory days are transferred, they do not lose their obligatory nature. So, as
December 8" is a Sunday, the Second Sunday of Advent this year, it is transferred to Monday,
December 9" so that it does not get lost. It is a day of obligation which means that all Roman
Catholics are obliged under pain of mortal sin to attend Holy Mass on Monday, December 9" in
honor of our patroness and queen. Some diocesan bishops dispensed their faithful from the
obligation, but | am happy that Bishop Sullivan did not do this. Thank you, Bishop! | desire that
Our Lady be honored in the highest way on our national and diocesan patroness’ day. Mary, the
New Eve, was conceived without sin of any kind and is the essence of all that is beautiful and
perfect. Pope Saint John Paul Il said of the Immaculate Conception: “What happened to Mary
turns our attention to Jesus Christ, the only Mediator of salvation, and helps us to see life as a
loving plan with which we must cooperate responsibly. Mary is not only a model of the call, but
also of the response. Indeed, she said ‘yes’ to God at the beginning and at every successive
moment of her life, fully complying with his will, even when she found it obscure and hard to
accept.” Yes, the Blessed Mother from the moment of her conception to the end of her life
offered her “fiat” to AlImighty God. “Let it be done according to Your [God’s] will” is true Marian
spirituality. We can be so confident that when we run our concerns past the Most Holy Mother,
she will help us to purify our intentions. Advent is very Marian in nature as we anticipate the
coming of the Lord into the world long ago, into our lives at this very moment and when He calls
us through death or at His coming in glory. This is a wonderful time to spend more time before
the Most Blessed Sacrament, go to confession to cleanse our own personal house so that our
soul would receive Holy Communion worthily. We must receive the Lord, when we can receive
Holy Communion, with the utmost reverence. Saint Peter Julian Eymard said, “The Eucharist is
the supreme proof of the love of Jesus. After this, there is nothing more but Heaven itself.” As we
honor the Mother of God, Most Pure, tomorrow, like any mother, she teaches us how to truly
love!

God bless you,
Father Szolack
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